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we must not draw from these instances the lame conclusion that
there is no room in the teaching profession, nor among parents
and guardians, for strong personalities. The circumstances
under which these men taught, including large classes and
impending examinations, constituted an hourly temptation to
use their giants' strength tyrannically, and continually to
remain in the limelight. The great difference in the modern
classroom is that these conditions have been so substantially
changed that the temptation to autocratic control has been
largely removed. The same change that has wrought good in
the sphere of instruction has wrought good in the sphere of
order and discipline. The teacher-centred school has become
to a greater extent the child-centred school,
"Free discipline"   We can now perhaps see our way to a true
explanation of the oft-used but much-
misunderstood expression "free discipline.'* To some people
the expression is simply self-contradictory.   How, they ask,
can you have order, which is the object of discipline, if children
are to be free to do as they please? The stringent disciplinarian
quotes with approval the saying that order is heaven's first
law, and the lax disciplinarian quotes against him all the nice
things that were ever said about the sacredness of individual
freedom.  Both are right and both are wrong. Both the men
referred to on p. 187 secured order, but it was that external sort
of order that made good feeling and really good work impos-
sible.   They made a desert and called it peace, as strong-
minded people often do, whether in the school or in the home.
Thus the principle of order may be gravely misunderstood and
misapplied. On the other hand, the freedom which is licence,
the freedom which makes itself a nuisance by ignoring other
people's rights to the same freedom, is again a misunderstand-
ing and a misapplication of the principle professed.   Order
and freedom are both secured in the schoolroom when the
teacher is neither a despot nor a cipher, but a leader and a